7th Grade Social Studies – STANDARDS & BENCHMARKS
Standard 1:  The student will understand the impact of culture and cultural diversity.

7.1.1 Compare and contrast how different groups use language, customs, religion, the arts and literature in their daily lives. 

7.1.2 Analyze how diverse cultural backgrounds affect values, beliefs and point of view. 

7.1.3 Identify societal beliefs and values that contribute to local, national and international conflicts and to their resolution.

Standard 2:  The student will understand historical perspectives in relation to time, continuity, and change.

7.2.1 Use primary and secondary sources of information to identify biases and perspectives and evaluate the reasons for those views.

7.2.2 Identify and describe significant historical periods and patterns of change and continuity within and across cultures. 

7.2.3 Apply historical knowledge of facts and concepts to make informed decisions and take action on public issues. 

7.2.4 Examine and evaluate parallels between historical events and present situations.

Standard 3:  The student will understand geography through the study of people, places and environment.

7.3.1 Demonstrate knowledge of the five themes of geography as an organizational framework:  location, place, human interaction with the environment, movement and region.

7.3.2  Utilize various representations of the earth, such as maps, globes and photographs. 

7.3.3 Examine the interaction between cultures and the environment.

7.3.4 Examine social and economic effects of environmental changes and crises. 

7.3.5 Describe ways that historical events have been influenced by, and have influenced geographic factors.

Standard 4:  The student will understand individual human development and identity.

7.4.1 Describe how prejudice causes stereotypes and leads to discrimination. 

7.4.2 Examine how personal characteristics (physical and emotional) impact individual development. 

7.4.3 Identify and describe values, attitudes and beliefs that affect a person’s self-image.

7.4.4 Describe how cultural values, norms and social forces shape an individual’s life.

Standard 5:  The student will understand patterns of the interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions.

7.5.1Demonstrate an understanding of concepts such as role, status and social class in describing the interactions of individuals and social groups. 

7.5.1 Analyze group and institutional influences on people, events and elements of culture. 

7.5.2 Determine how groups and institutions work to meet individual needs in society. 

7.5.3 Identify and describe tensions between individuals and institutions promoting social conformity.

Standard 6:  The students will understand how people create and change structures of power, 
authority, and government.

7.6.1 Examine the individual’s rights, roles and status in government. 

7.6.2 Explain the structures and functions of local, state and the national governments (i.e., branches, representatives, amendments). 

7.6.3 Describe the purpose of government and how its powers are acquired, used and justified. 

7.6.4 Compare and analyze the ways nations and organizations respond to conflict.

Standard 7:  The student will understand how people organize for the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services.

7.7.1 Describe the role that supply and demand, prices, incentives, profits and various institutions (i.e., banks, labor unions) play in a competitive global market. 

7.7.2 Analyze the role of technology and specialization in the economic process. 

7.7.3 Explain how basic economic systems and available resources determine what is produced, distributed and consumed. 

7.7.4 Justify different economic proposals for dealing with historical and contemporary social issues.

Standard 8:  The student will understand the connections between science, technology, and society.

7.8.1 Compare and contrast how different cultural groups use science and technology to meet their needs. 

7.8.2 Develop ethical solutions to problems when science and cultural values conflict. 

7.8.3 Show through specific examples how science and technology have changed peoples’ perceptions of human-environmental interaction.

Standard 9:  The student will understand global connections and interdependence.

7.9.1 Describe instances in which elements of culture such as art, music or religion affect global understanding or misunderstanding. 

7.9.2 Analyze examples of conflict, cooperation and interdependence among groups, societies and nations. 

7.9.3 Evaluate the effects of changing technologies on the global community. 

7.9.4 Explore the causes, consequences and possible solutions to global issues such as health, environmental quality, resources and human rights.

Standard 10:  The student will understand the ideals, principles, and practices of citizenship in a democratic society.

7.10.1 Examine the origins and characteristics of a democratic republic.

7.10.2 Identify and interpret the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democratic republic. 

7.10.3 Debate public and world issues while recognizing and explaining multiple points of view. 

7.10.4 Examine the roles of individuals, political parties and interest groups in shaping public policy.

7.10.5 Examine civic participation designed to strengthen the common good.

8th Grade Social Studies – STANDARDS & BENCHMARKS
Standard 1:  The student will understand the impact of culture and cultural diversity.

8.1.1 Compare and contrast how different groups use language, customs, religion, the arts and literature in their daily lives. 

8.1.2 Analyze how diverse cultural backgrounds affect values, beliefs and point of view. 

8.1.3 Identify societal beliefs and values that contribute to local, national and international conflicts and to their resolution.

Standard 2:  The student will understand historical perspectives in relation to time, continuity, and change.

8.2.1 Use primary and secondary sources of information to identify biases and perspectives and evaluate the reasons for those views.

8.2.2 Identify and describe significant historical periods and patterns of change and continuity within and across cultures. 

8.2.3 Apply historical knowledge of facts and concepts to make informed decisions and take action on public issues. 

8.2.4 Examine and evaluate parallels between historical events and present situations.

Standard 3:  The student will understand geography through the study of people, places and environment.

8.3.1 Demonstrate knowledge of the five themes of geography as an organizational framework:  location, place, human interaction with the environment, movement and region.

8.3.2  Utilize various representations of the earth, such as maps, globes and photographs. 

8.3.3 Examine the interaction between cultures and the environment.

8.3.4 Examine social and economic effects of environmental changes and crises. 

8.3.5 Describe ways that historical events have been influenced by, and have influenced geographic factors.

Standard 4:  The student will understand individual human development and identity.

8.4.1 Describe how prejudice causes stereotypes and leads to discrimination. 

8.4.2 Examine how personal characteristics (physical and emotional) impact individual development. 

8.4.3 Identify and describe values, attitudes and beliefs that affect a person’s self-image.

8.4.4 Describe how cultural values, norms and social forces shape an individual’s life.

Standard 5:  The student will understand patterns of the interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions.

8.5.1Demonstrate an understanding of concepts such as role, status and social class in 
describing the interactions of individuals and social groups. 

8.5.1 Analyze group and institutional influences on people, events and elements of culture. 

8.5.2 Determine how groups and institutions work to meet individual needs in society. 

8.5.3 Identify and describe tensions between individuals and institutions promoting social conformity.

Standard 6:  The students will understand how people create and change structures of power, 
authority, and government.

8.6.1 Examine the individual’s rights, roles and status in government. 

8.6.2 Explain the structures and functions of local, state and the national governments (i.e., branches, representatives, amendments). 

8.6.3 Describe the purpose of government and how its powers are acquired, used and justified. 

8.6.4 Compare and analyze the ways nations and organizations respond to conflict.

Standard 7:  The student will understand how people organize for the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services.

8.7.1 Describe the role that supply and demand, prices, incentives, profits and various institutions (i.e., banks, labor unions) play in a competitive global market. 

8.7.2 Analyze the role of technology and specialization in the economic process. 

8.7.3 Explain how basic economic systems and available resources determine what is produced, distributed and consumed. 

8.7.4 Justify different economic proposals for dealing with historical and contemporary social issues.

Standard 8:  The student will understand the connections between science, technology, and society.

8.8.1 Compare and contrast how different cultural groups use science and technology to meet their needs. 

8.8.2 Develop ethical solutions to problems when science and cultural values conflict. 

8.8.3 Show through specific examples how science and technology have changed peoples’ perceptions of human-environmental interaction.

Standard 9:  The student will understand global connections and interdependence.

8.9.1 Describe instances in which elements of culture such as art, music or religion affect global understanding or misunderstanding. 

8.9.2 Analyze examples of conflict, cooperation and interdependence among groups, societies and nations. 

8.9.3 Evaluate the effects of changing technologies on the global community. 

8.9.4 Explore the causes, consequences and possible solutions to global issues such as health, environmental quality, resources and human rights.

Standard 10:  The student will understand the ideals, principles, and practices of 
citizenship in a democratic society.

8.10.1 Examine the origins and characteristics of a democratic republic.

8.10.2 Identify and interpret the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democratic republic. 

8.10.3 Debate public and world issues while recognizing and explaining multiple points of view. 

8.10.4 Examine the roles of individuals, political parties and interest groups in shaping public policy.

8.10.5 Examine civic participation designed to strengthen the common good.

